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RECEIVED

Congress of the Upneted S, APR 10 2009
. SEWER AUTHORITY MID-COASTSIDE
ona G Eidoo %/W” D€ 20555 HALF MOON BAY, CA
Focontsenih Destroct

Californein

April 8, 2009

The Honorable Marina Fraser, Chair
Board of Directors

Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside
1000 N. Cabrillo Highway

Half Moon Bay, Ciiiiornia 94019

: AN
Dear Chairwoman ‘raser,

I want you to know that I have submitted a request of $550,000 for the Wet Weather Flow
Management project to the House Appropriations Committee for their consideration on your
behalf. This represents a preliminary stage in the process that is required for Congressionai
priorities to uitimateiy receive federal i‘un(iing. There are several steps ahead:

o The first step is for the House Appropriations Committee to evaluate all the requests it
has received. It will iiizeiy include on y a small num]oer, if any of them in the i)ﬂis it
forwards to the full House. The House will vote on these inlf,s over the next few months
(roughly June through July). During the same time period, the Senate will undertake a
simifar process to produce its versions of these bills.

e The second step is for a Conference Committee to resolve differences between the House
and Senate bills and determine which requests will be included in the Conference Report
on the bill.

o The fourth step is for the House and Senate to approve the Conference Report.

o The fifth and Ei)nai step is the signature of the President on the iegisiation and

fistﬁii)ution of the iunding from the Department or Agency administering the program
nds.

Under ideal circumstances, the entire process should be complete(i i)y October 1* %tiie start of
Fiscal Year 2010), but work on the final appropriations bills is typically not completed until well
after October.

As this process continues through each of these steps, | will ieeep you up(iate(i on the progress of
your nding request.

Since;reiy,
-

_

it G. Eshoo
H/Memi)er of Congress
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APUBLIC AGENCY
SERVING SEWER AU

1000 N. Cabrillo Highway
OASTSIDE Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
City of Half Moon Bay (650) 726-0124
Granada Sanitary District FAX (650) 726-7833
Montara Water and Sanitary District www.samcleanswater.org

April 15,2009

Lisa Carboni

State of California — Business, (CalTrans) Transportation and Housing Agency
Department of Transportation

111 Grand Avenue

P.O. Box 23660

Oakland, CA 94623-0660

Subject: Wet Weather Flow Management Project — Response to Comments on the Initial
Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND)

Dear Ms. Carboni,

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss your comments on the Wet Weather Flow
Management Project in detail. This letter is drafted in response to the letter received from
the State Department of Transportation (Caltrans) dated March 23, 2009. The conference
call discussion on April 14, 2009 between the Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside (SAM)
representatives and Caltrans, focused on Caltrans’ primary concerns related to flooding.
This letter summarizes the concerns that Caltrans expressed on the project and SAM’s
responses and strategies that would alleviate the concerns.

Caltrans expressed a concern over using grated storage pipes and the possibility of
untreated sewage from the pipes spilling into the ditch, which lies south of the project
site. The ditch drains into State drainage facilities and Caltrans has historically
experienced drainage issues at the location. Caltrans was concerned that the storage pipes
are located downstream of Portola Pump Station and may not be able to contain the
overflows, which could reach the ditch.

SAM made the following clarifications, which Caltrans agreed would help alleviate their
concerns on the project:

1. As described in Chapter 1, Project Description, of the IS/MND, the proposed
project is intended to serve the following objectives:

e Assist in preventing untreated sewage overflows impacting public health
and/or safety and the coastal sensitive biological resources in the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary;



””‘“\§ mcerely,
¢ .

o Provide efficient management of sewage flows and prevent sewage
overflows; and

e  Establish increased capacity to contain stormwater infiltration and inflow
during storm events.

The proposed storage pipes would be hydraulically located upstream of Portola
Pump Station (i.e., in between the upstream network north and the Portola Pump
Station) and not located downstream as noted by Caltrans. As described in
Chapter 1, Project Description, of the IS/MND, as the peak flows subside, the
sewage would drain from the pipes by gravity to the Portola Pump Station wet
well.

2. As described in Chapter 1, Project Description, of the IS/MND, access to the
north end of the storage pipes for maintenance and cleaning would be provided by
two manholes, one for each pipe. The manholes would be covered with standard
steel manhole covers used elsewhere in the SAM and member agency collection
systems. SAM typically uses standard steel manhole covers and will consider
using those at the proposed facility as suggested by Caltrans. The proposed
storage pipes would not be open to the atmosphere, therefore the possibility of
spills occurring from the pipes would be extremely low.

The purpose of the project is to contain any overflows and therefore the facility
would be operated so as to prevent any overflows through regular inspection and
maintenance. Operation of the facility would include a control system that would
allow for positive shutdown of incoming flows one the storage pipes reach their
capacity. An alarm system coupled with a remotely-operated valve will allow for
flow interruption to prevent overflows in the proposed project location

3. Asrequested by Caltrans, SAM reviewed the proposed project site elevations with
respect to the Magellan/Mirada intersection discussed during the conference call
on April 14, 2009. Based on the review, the proposed project site is located at two
to four feet above the Magellan/Mirada intersection.

It is our sincere effort to respond to any concerns that Caltrans has on this project. Please
do let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns.

Thanks again for your cooperation and interest.

>,
%

Manager

Cc: Asavari Devadiga, ESA
Tanya Yurovsky, SRT Consultants
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