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Comment Letter A

GSD to finance acquisition of the subject property for the benefit of another
district, MWSD? I am not.

Thank you again for your assistance and valuable time.



Response To Comments

Letter A. Brian Ginna

Response to Comment A-1

As discussed in Chapter 1 of the IS'MND, the proposed project would include construction and
operation of two parallel, approximately 700-foot, 60-inch-diameter reinforced concrete storage
pipes to temporarily store excess sewage during peak flows or a storm event. The project would
be located in El Granada on the western edge of San Mateo County, within a grassy field known
as Burnham Strip. As discussed in Section 1.3 of the IS/MND, the project components would be
partly located in the portion of the Burnham Strip owned by the San Mateo County Harbor
District. As part of the project, the Granada Sanitary District would acquire the portion of the
property owned by the Harbor District. SAM would enter into a lease or an agreement with the
Granada Sanitary District for use of the property for the proposed project.

The fact that the property is not yet owned by SAM does not preclude adequate study of the
project’s environmental consequences pursuant to CEQA requirements. As stated in Chapter 1 of
the IS'MND, the document has been prepared to provide the public and responsible and trustee
agencies reviewing the Wet Weather Flow Management Project with information about the
potential effects on the local and regional environment. The scenario described by the commenter
— that failure to acquire the property “could lead to increased environmental impacts due to
further delays of going forward with this project”—warrants clarification. The commenter’s
assertion that the project may not be implemented successfully due to property acquisition issues
is acknowledged but it not an assumption shared by SAM. The role of the CEQA environmental
analysis in the IS/MND is to identify the impacts of implementing a project relative to existing
conditions. Relative to existing conditions, the project as proposed would improve the existing
conveyance and treatment facilities’ ability to convey excess stormwater received by the system,
eliminating sewage overflows and discharge into the Pacific Ocean. Chapter 2 of the ISSMND
describes the impacts that could result from the implementation of the proposed project, which is
discussed in Chapter 1 of the IS'MND.

Response to Comment A-2

As discussed in Section 1.5.1 in Chapter 1, Project Description, following construction, the
ground surface at the project site would be restored to its existing condition. As stated in
Section 9, Land Use and Planning, in Chapter 2, Project Description of the ISS'MND the

San Mateo County General Plan designates the project site for community open space, public
recreation and commercial recreation uses. The proposed project would be consistent with the
relevant open space policies.

Response to Comment A-3

As stated under Response to Comment A-1, as part of the project, the Granada Sanitary District
would acquire the portion of the property owned by the Harbor District. SAM would enter into a
lease or an agreement with the Granada Sanitary District for use of the property for the proposed
project.
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