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As demonstrated in the analysis below, construction and operation of the proposed 
project would not result in significant impacts associated with exposure of persons to, or 
generation of, noise levels in excess of standards set forth in local noise ordinances. 

Construction 
Construction activities would require the use of heavy-duty construction equipment such 
as cranes, excavators, and backhoes or loaders. Typical noise levels for these types of 
equipment measured 50 feet from the source range from 80 dBA to 88 dBA (FTA, 2006).  

The nearest sensitive receptor is a preschool (Picasso Preschool) located approximately 
200 feet north of the project site. There are also a number of residences located 
approximately 250 feet northeast of the project site by Avenue Alhambra. Given the 
nature of attenuation of noise levels over soft surfaces (e.g., grass, dirt, etc.) from a point 
source, such as a compact construction site, peak construction noise levels would be as 
high as 73 dBA at a distance of 200 feet from the activities and approximately 71 dBA at 
a distance of 250 feet from the construction activities. These noise levels would be 
noticeable and would likely constitute a nuisance at the nearby residences and the 
preschool, which could be a significant impact.  

Although, as discussed previously, construction noise is exempt from exterior noise 
standards set forth in the County’s noise ordinance, implementation of Mitigation 
Measure NOI-1 would ensure that the short-term construction noise nuisance would not 
result in significant impacts. In addition, as discussed above, construction activities 
would be prohibited between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays, between 5:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 a.m. on Saturdays, and during all hours on Sunday, Thanksgiving, and Christmas 
days. Implementation of the mitigation measure would ensure that construction noise 
impacts associated with the proposed project would be less than significant.  

Mitigation Measure NOI-1: SAM shall require the construction contractor(s) to 
implement the following construction noise measures: 

• Construction equipment shall have sound-control devices no less effective 
than those provided on the original equipment. No equipment shall have an 
un-muffled exhaust. 

• Prior to the commencement of construction activities, nearby residences and 
the adjacent preschool shall be notified of the proposed construction 
schedule and when high noise producing activities are anticipated to occur. 
In addition, the administration of the preschool shall be consulted regarding 
the proposed construction schedule and procedures. 

Operation 
Operation of the proposed project would not include any new stationary noise sources at 
the project site. The only noise source that would be associated with operation of the 
project would be the annual maintenance and flushing of the storage pipes. Flushing of 
the accumulated debris would occur for a maximum of two work-days at the end of each 
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wet weather season. Noise sources from these activities may include a pump used to flush 
the pipes as well as vehicles used to transport workers to the site. Typical noise levels for 
pumps measured 50 feet from the source are approximately 76 dBA (FTA, 2006). 
Therefore, the pumping activities could generate noise levels up to 61 dBA at the 
preschool and up to 59 dBA at the nearest residence. While these activities could result in 
minor temporary increases in noise levels, they would be classified as “emergency work” 
under the San Mateo County noise ordinance because they would be performed to 
maintain safe and healthy conditions in the community, and would thus be exempt from 
exterior noise level standards. As with construction, flushing activities would be 
restricted between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays, between 5:00 p.m. and 
9:00 a.m. on Saturdays, and during all hours on Sunday, Thanksgiving, and Christmas 
days. The impact would be less than significant. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. Heavy duty equipment used during construction of the 
proposed project could generate perceptible vibration in the immediate vicinity of the 
construction site. The proposed project would not include any blasting techniques or pile 
driving that would tend to cause excessive vibration. The impacts from construction-
related vibration would be short-term and would be confined to only the immediate area 
(within 10 to 25 feet of the source). Vibration at the nearest sensitive receptor, located 
approximately 200 feet from the project site, would not be perceptible. Therefore, 
impacts would be less than significant.  

As discussed previously, operation of the proposed project would include annual 
maintenance and flushing of the proposed storage pipes. These activities would not result 
in any ground borne vibration perceptible at sensitive receptor locations. Therefore, 
operational ground borne vibration impacts would be less than significant.  

c) Less than Significant Impact. As discussed under a) above, operation of the proposed 
project would not introduce any permanent noise sources that could cause a substantial 
change to ambient noise levels in the project area. Annual flushing of the storage pipes 
could result in minor temporary noise level increases; however, these activities would 
only occur for up to two work-days a year. The impact would be less than significant.  

d) Less than Significant with Mitigation. As discussed under item a), the proposed project 
would cause temporary noise increases during construction activities that would be 
perceptible at nearby sensitive land uses. Noise levels would vary depending on the types 
and number of construction equipment in operation at any given time. Implementation of 
Mitigation Measure NOI-1 would reduce this impact to less-than-significant levels. 
Refer to a), above, for further discussion.  

e) Less than Significant Impact. The Half Moon Bay Airport is located approximately one 
mile northwest of the project site. However, construction and maintenance workers at the 
project site would not be exposed to excessive noise levels from the nearby airport. The 
impact would be less than significant. 
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f) No Impact. There are no private airstrips located within the vicinity of the project site; 
therefore, no impact would occur.  

References 
Federal Transit Authority (FTA), 2006. Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment, May 

2006.  

San Mateo County, 2008. San Mateo County Code, Chapter 4.88 Noise Control, available online 
at (http://municipalcodes.lexisnexis.com/codes/sanmateo/), accessed September 8, 2008.  

  

Population and Housing 

Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

12. POPULATION AND HOUSING— 
Would the project: 

    

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either 
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through 
extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing 
units, necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating 
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

Discussion 
a) Less than Significant Impact. As discussed in Chapter 1, Project Description, SAM has 

experienced sanitary sewer overflows during wet weather seasons and the USEPA report 
issued to SAM had identified that SAM should provide additional capacity to contain the 
sewer overflows. The purpose of the proposed project is to provide capacity to contain 
sewage flows in a storm event that would otherwise exceed the existing capacity and 
cause sanitary sewer overflows adversely affecting water quality. The existing 
conveyance and treatment facilities lack the ability to convey excess stormwater received 
by the system during wet seasons and sewage overflows resulting in potential raw sewage 
discharge into the Pacific Ocean adversely affecting the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary -a sensitive biological habitat and a recreational beach area. The proposed 
project would assist in preventing untreated sewage overflows impacting the coastal 
sensitive biological resources, would provide efficient management of sewage flows and 
prevent sewage overflow, and would contain stormwater infiltration and inflow during 
storm events. The project, therefore would not induce substantial population growth, but 
rather would assist in protection of the environment during extreme wet weather events. 
The impact would be less than significant. 
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b,c) No Impact. The proposed project would involve only temporary workers during the 
short-term project construction period. The project would include construction of 
underground facilities. There is no existing housing on the project site. No long term 
employees would be employed. The project would not displace existing housing units or 
people. No impact is anticipated. 

  

Public Services 

Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

13. PUBLIC SERVICES— Would the project:     

a) Result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of, or the need for, new 
or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, response times, or other 
performance objectives for any of the following public 
services: 

    

i) Fire protection?     
ii) Police protection?     
iii) Schools?     
iv) Parks?     
v) Other public facilities?     

Discussion 
a.i) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. Half Moon Bay Fire Protection District 

(District), a subdivision of the San Mateo County Fire Service, provides fire protection 
and emergency medical services to the city of Half Moon Bay and the unincorporated 
coast-side area from Montara to South Tunitas Creek Road that includes the project site 
(San Mateo County, 2008). The District includes the El Granada Station 41, which is 
located west of the Portola pump station on Obispo Road, less than 110 feet from the 
project site (Ortez, 2008). 

Project construction would require temporary construction workers and no new 
permanent employees, therefore no significant additional demand for fire protection 
services is expected. Project construction activities including daily arrival and departure 
of construction workers and trucks hauling equipment and materials could cause 
temporary traffic congestion along Obispo Road. As noted in Chapter 1, Project 
Description, and Section 15, Transportation and Traffic, sufficient width would be 
maintained on Obispo Road during project construction to allow for access for 
emergency vehicles, particularly from the El Granada Station 41. However the response 
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times for fire protection provider could get affected. The impact would be less than 
significant with Mitigation Measures TRA-1a or TRA1b. See Section 15, 
Transportation and Traffic, for additional information. 

a.ii) Less than Significant Impact. Unincorporated areas of San Mateo County, such as 
El Granada, lie under the jurisdiction of the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Department 
(San Mateo County, 2008). Construction and operation of the proposed project would not 
significantly increase demand for police protection services throughout the area or the 
project site. The impact would be less than significant. 

a.iii) Less than Significant Impact. The Cabrillo Unified School District provides public 
school education services to the project area through four elementary schools, one 
intermediate school, one high school, a continuation school, and an adult education 
program. There are two private school facilities located within 500 feet of the project site. 
The Wilkinson School is located at the intersection of Avenue Alhambra and Obispo 
Road northeast of the project site and Picasso Preschool located along the Burnham Strip, 
north of the site. Because the proposed project would only result in a temporary increase 
of construction worker employees in the project area, there would be no substantial 
adverse impacts to schools. The impact would be less than significant. 

a.iv) Less than Significant Impact. The California Department of Parks and Recreation owns 
and maintains various park facilities throughout the state, including Half Moon Bay State 
Beach, which is four miles long and extends from El Granada south to Poplar Street in 
Half Moon Bay (California State Parks, 2008). The El Granada beach portion of Half 
Moon Bay State Beach is located less than 500 miles southwest of the project site. Pillar 
Point Beach lies west of the project site across from Cabrillo Highway. The proposed 
project would not result in an increase of employees, therefore it would not result in a 
permanent increase in the use of existing park and recreation facilities. Additionally, 
access points to El Granada Beach lie along Highway 1, which would not be disrupted by 
construction related activities. Therefore the impact would be less than significant.  

a.v) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not involve new permanent 
employees and therefore is not expected to increase the use of other public facilities such 
as libraries or hospitals. 

References 
Ortez, Michelle. Half Moon Bay Fire Protection District Personal Communication. September 11, 

2008. 

California State Parks, Half Moon Bay State Beach, 
http://www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=531, accessed on September 11, 2008. 

San Mateo County, Sheriff Department, General Information, 
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/department/home/0,,14095463_14132006,00.html, 
accessed on September 11, 2008.  
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San Mateo County, Fire Services, Fire Protection Services, 
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/department/home/0,,793206416_793206467,00.html, 
accessed on September 11, 2008.  

  

Recreation 

Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
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Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

14. RECREATION—Would the project:     

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the facilities would 
occur or be accelerated? 

    

b) Include recreational facilities or require the construction 
or expansion of recreational facilities that might have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment? 

    

Discussion 
a) Less than Significant Impact. As described in Section 13, Public Services, recreational 

areas closest to the project site lie west of Cabrillo Highway and include Pillar Point 
Beach to the north and Half Moon Bay State Beach to the south. Pillar Point, which 
comprises the southern portion of Fitzgerald Marine Reserve, is located approximately 
1.5 miles north of the project site (San Mateo County, 2008). The main access road to 
Pillar Point is Capistrano Road located off of Highway 1. Half Moon Bay State Beach 
stretches for four miles between the southern portion of El Granada to the city of Half 
Moon Bay (California State Parks, 2008). The project site is located approximately 
0.1-mile north of the El Granada portion of the State Beach. Major access roads include 
Kelly Avenue, Venice Boulevard, and Young Avenue, all of which are located south of 
the project site and can be accessed off of Cabrillo Highway. The third nearest park, 
Frenchmans Creek Park, is located approximately 2.5 miles southeast of the project site 
(City of Half Moon Bay, 2008).  

The project would not result in a permanent increase in the use of the existing park and 
recreational facilities. Also, project construction activities would not interfere with access 
points to Half Moon Bay State Beach or Pillar Point Beach. The impact to recreational 
resources is considered less than significant.  

b) No Impact. The proposed project does not include construction or expansion of any 
recreation facilities. In addition, the proposed project would not result in the need for 
construction of new or expanded recreational facilities. Therefore, there would be no 
impact. 
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References 
California State Parks, Half Moon Bay State Beach, Available online at 

http://parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=531, Accessed on September 16, 2008. 

City of Half Moon Bay, Parks and Recreation Department, Available online at http://www.half-
moon-bay.ca.us/recreation_services/recreation_041807.htm, Accessed on September 16, 
2008. 

San Mateo County, Parks and Recreation Department, San Mateo County Parks, Available online at 
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/department/home/0,2151,5556687_10575168,00.html, 
Accessed on September 19, 2008. 

  

Transportation and Traffic 

Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

15. TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC— 
Would the project: 

    

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the 
street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in 
either the number of vehicle trips, the volume-to-
capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

    

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of 
service standard established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads or 
highways? 

    

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location, that results in substantial safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?     
f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?     
g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 

supporting alternative transportation (e.g., conflict with 
policies promoting bus turnouts, bicycle racks, etc.)? 

    

Discussion 
a) Less than Significant Impact. 

Key Access Roadways 
Regional access to the project site and local roadways is provided by State Route (SR) 1 
and SR 92, and local access is provided by Obispo Road, Avenue Alhambra, Capistrano 
Road, and Coronado Street (see Figure 1-3 in the Chapter 1, Project Description). 
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SR 1 is a winding two-lane roadway following the west coast of the San Francisco 
Peninsula, passing through Half Moon Bay to the south (where it connects with SR 92), 
and Moss Beach and Montara to the north. SR 1 is generally oriented in the north-south 
direction, but in the localized project area, it aligns in more of an east-west direction. The 
most recent data published by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
indicates that the average daily traffic volume on SR 1 in the project area is about 
16,500 to 19,000 vehicles (Caltrans, 2008). The project site / staging area on Obispo 
Road is accessed from SR 1 (Cabrillo Highway) at either of two signalized intersections 
at SR 1 / Capistrano Road or SR 1 / Coronado Street.  

SR 92 is mainly an undivided two- and three-lane roadway that connects SR 1 (at Half 
Moon Bay) with I-280 to the east. The average daily traffic volume on SR 92 at SR 1 is 
approximately 21,000 vehicles (Caltrans, 2008).  

Obispo Road, a two-lane road between Avenue Alhambra and Coronado Street, provides 
direct access to the project site (via a temporary curb cut). There are no signs prohibiting 
parking on Obispo Road, and the road width in the project area (Avenue Alhambra to 
Avenue Portola) is about 38 to 40 feet, sufficient to accommodate on-street parking. 
However, the vacant property on one side, and off-street parking provided for land uses 
on the other side, results in minimal demand for parking on this street.  

Avenue Alhambra, which connects Capistrano Road to Obispo Road (and continues past 
Obispo Road as Plaza Alhambra), is a two-lane road. SamTrans buses (Routes 17 
and 294) operate on Avenue Alhambra (SamTrans, 2008).  

As described above, Capistrano Road and Coronado Street intersect SR 1 (Cabrillo 
Highway) at signalized intersections, and connect with Avenue Alhambra and Obispo 
Road, respectively. 

Project Characteristics 
The proposed project would not result in long-term, ongoing transportation effects. 
Occasional post-construction maintenance activities such as annual flushing of the 
sediment accumulated in the storage pipes during every wet weather season would briefly 
affect local road segments only; the impacts from the activities would be minimal. The 
duration of potentially significant impacts related to short-term disruption of traffic flow 
and increased congestion generated by construction vehicles would be limited to the 
period of time needed to complete construction of the project components. Therefore, the 
analysis presented herein is focused on the short-term project construction effects. 

Construction activities associated with the proposed project would temporarily affect 
transportation and circulation patterns on segments of the roadway network in the project 
area by increasing traffic volumes on roads that provide access to the construction work 
site, and by restricting use of Obispo Road during installation of the 15-inch-diameter 
pipeline. Emergency access would be temporarily affected, requiring implementation of 
measures to mitigate the impact to a less-than-significant level. There also would be an 
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increased potential for traffic accidents. Traffic-generating construction activities related to 
the proposed project would consist of the daily arrival and departure of construction 
workers; trucks hauling equipment and materials; and trucks hauling excavated spoils from 
and importing new fill to the work site. The typical crew size would consist of six people. 
The following assumptions were made as part of the truck trip generation estimate: 

• The capacity of haul trucks would average 9 cubic yards. 

• Trench dimensions: 60-inch-diameter pipes: depth of 12 feet and width of 25 feet at 
the bottom of the trench and 40 feet at the top; 15-inch-diameter pipe: depth of 
10 feet and width of 4 feet.  

• The pace of installation would average about 40 feet of pipe each workday. 

• SAM typically uses excavated material as backfill unless that material is unsuitable 
for that use. For purposes of this analysis, it is assumed that approximately 
95 percent of backfill material would comprise excavated material. The remaining 
5 percent would be imported from an off-site source. The volume of excavated 
material displaced by the two 60-inch-diameter pipes, and the 15-inch-diameter 
pipeline, would be hauled away from the site. As stated in Chapter 1, Project 
Description, installation of the 15-inch-diameter connection pipe would not occur 
at the same time as the 60-inch-diameter pipes.  

On the basis of the above-described assumptions, it is estimated that the proposed project 
would generate an average of about 16 truck haul round-trips (32 one-way trips) per 
workday. There also would be miscellaneous deliveries of other construction components, 
which would be shipped on demand to the site throughout the construction period. 

Construction-generated traffic would be temporary and therefore would not result in any 
long-term degradation in operating conditions or level of service on any project area 
roadways. The primary offsite impacts resulting from the movement of construction trucks 
would include a short-term and intermittent lessening of roadway capacities due to the 
slower movements and larger turning radii of the trucks compared to passenger vehicles. 

Project-related hauling and deliveries would be dispersed throughout the day, thus 
lessening the effect on peak-hour traffic. Construction-related truck traffic occurring on 
weekdays from approximately 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
would coincide with peak-period traffic on access roadways and therefore would have the 
greatest potential to impede traffic flow. However, the estimated number of project-
generated trips on both a daily and hourly basis would not be substantial relative to 
background traffic conditions on the roadways in the area and would fall within the daily 
fluctuations of traffic volumes for these roadways. Therefore, this short-term increase in 
vehicle trips would have a less-than-significant effect on levels of service (LOS) and 
traffic flow on roadways.10 The traffic generated by construction activities would be 
mostly apparent (i.e., would represent a higher percent increase in traffic volumes) on the 

                                                      
10 The operation of a local roadway network is commonly measured and described using a grading system called 

Level of Service (LOS). The LOS grading system qualitatively characterizes traffic conditions associated with 
varying levels of vehicle traffic.  
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local-serving roadways serving the construction site, but the effect on traffic flow would 
be less than significant because the traffic volumes would remain at levels within the 
carrying capacity of two-lane roads. 

b) No Impact. The LOS standards for roadways that are part of the San Mateo County 
Congestion Management Program network are intended to regulate long-term traffic 
increases from operation of new development and do not apply to temporary construction 
projects. As discussed above, long-term project operation would be similar to the existing 
traffic and circulation conditions within the project area, with the addition of a minimal 
increase in maintenance worker trips related to annual flushing of the sediment accumulated 
in the storage pipes at the end of every wet weather season. As such, the proposed project 
would not exceed LOS standards established by the San Mateo County Congestion 
Management Agency (C/CAG) for designated Congestion Management Program roadways.  

c) Less than Significant Impact. Proposed project facilities would not affect air traffic 
patterns of the nearby airport (Half Moon Bay Airport). Construction equipment would 
not exceed height restrictions within this area. Therefore, the proposed project would not 
alter air traffic patterns nor result in substantial safety risks associated with airport 
operations. The impact would be less than significant. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not include any permanent 
design features (e.g., new facilities or obstructions) within public roadways or alterations 
of existing roadway features (e.g., road realignment). Heavy equipment operating 
adjacent to or within a road right-of-way could increase the risk of accidents. Trucks 
associated with construction on project area roadways would interact with other vehicles. 
Potential conflicts also could occur between construction traffic and bicyclists (there is no 
sidewalk for pedestrians on the west side (project site-side) of Avenue Alhambra and 
Obispo Road). Contract specifications for the project would specify that all contractors 
working on the project would comply with standard roadside safety protocols 
(e.g., specifications in Caltrans’ Construction Manual) to reduce the risk of accidents. 
Construction personnel would be trained to apply appropriate safety measures as 
described in the plan. Compliance with standard roadside safety protocols would ensure 
that the impact would be less than significant.  

e) Less than Significant with Mitigation. The proposed storage pipes would not be 
installed within the travel lanes of roadways. However, the proposed 15-inch-diameter 
pipeline would be installed to connect the junction box and the Montara Interceptor at 
Manhole No. 8 (see Figure 1-3 in Chapter 1, Project Description). The pipeline would 
traverse through a portion of Obispo Road. Installation of the pipeline would occur 
over two days, and it is anticipated that Obispo Road would be closed, except to 
emergency vehicles, during construction hours.11 Implementation of either one of the 
measures under Mitigation Measure TRA-1 (a or b) would ensure that access for 

                                                      
11 SAM would attempt to keep sufficient portion of Obispo Road open during installation of the 15-inch-diameter 

pipeline to maintain alternate one-way traffic flow (managed by flaggers), but because the exact location of the pipe 
is not known at this time and could be affected by existing utility lines within the road, this analysis assumes full 
closure of the road (except for emergency vehicles) during the construction hours.  
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emergency vehicles would be maintained at all times, and local police, fire, and 
emergency service providers would be given advance notification of the timing, location, 
and duration of construction activities that could affect the movement of emergency 
vehicles on area roadways. 

Mitigation Measure TRA-1: SAM shall require the construction contractor(s) to 
implement either of the following measures (depending upon the location of the 
15-inch pipeline in Obispo Road): 

a. Provide public notification to non-emergency vehicles seven days in advance 
of the closure of Obispo Road, install signs to direct non-emergency vehicles 
on the detour route on Avenue Alhambra and Avenue Portola, and maintain a 
minimum 12-foot pavement width clear of open trench, excavated material, 
pipe, and equipment on Obispo Road for emergency vehicles.  

b. If the location of the proposed storm drain pipe makes it possible to do so, 
install traffic cones and signs to direct traffic on a minimum 12-foot 
pavement width, using flaggers to manage alternate one-way traffic flow past 
the construction zone.  

f) No Impact. The proposed project construction would create a limited, temporary parking 
demand for construction workers and construction vehicles. The project site would be 
used for construction-related staging (for material and equipment storage, and parking of 
construction worker vehicles), thereby ensuring adequate capacity to accommodate the 
project-generated parking demand. There would be no impact. 

g) No Impact. The proposed project would not directly or indirectly eliminate alternative 
transportation corridors or facilities (e.g., bike paths, lanes, bus turnouts, etc.) both 
because of facility locations and because of the short-term nature of construction 
activities where potential effects could occur. In addition, the proposed project would not 
include changes in policies or programs that support alternative transportation. Therefore, 
the proposed project would not conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
supporting alternative transportation. 

References 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), 2007 Traffic Volumes on California State 

Highways, published 2008, and available at 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/saferesr/trafdata/index.htm, accessed September 2008. 

San Mateo County Transit District (SamTrans), Schedule Information (as of August 25, 2008), 
available at http://www.samtrans.org/schedules.html, accessed December 2008. 
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Utilities and Service Systems 

Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

16. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS—Would the 
project: 

    

a) Conflict with wastewater treatment requirements of 
the applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

    

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities, or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

d) Require new or expanded water supply resources or 
entitlements? 

    

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment 
provider that would serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected 
demand in addition to the provider’s existing 
commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste 
disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

    

Discussion 
a) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would provide storage for peak 

sewage flows during peak wet weather or storm events to prevent sanitary sewer 
overflows (SSOs). As the peak flows subside, the sewage would flow by gravity into the 
existing Portola Pump Station and eventually would be treated at the SAM WWTP prior 
to discharge. The discharge of the treated wastewater would occur under SAM’s National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit issued by the San Francisco Bay 
Regional Water Quality Control Board  and would be in compliance with the wastewater 
treatment requirements. The impact would be less than significant.  

b,e) Less than Significant Impact. SAM provides wastewater treatment services to 
approximately 12-square-mile-area on the western edge of San Mateo County. The 
proposed project would provide capacity to contain excess stormwater flows during 
storm events, implementing recommendations made in the NPDES Compliance 
Evaluation Report issued by the USEPA. Thus, the proposed project would prevent SSOs 
(see Chapter 1, Project Description) and would have a beneficial impact. As discussed in 
this chapter, project construction would not cause significant environmental effects. The 
impact would be less than significant.  
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c) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would involve construction of 
facilities that would provide storage for wet weather flows and to prevent SSOs (see 
Chapter 1, Project Description). Construction of the project would not cause significant 
environmental effects as discussed in the Sections 1 through 16 of this chapter. The 
impact would be less than significant.  

d) Less than Significant Impact. The Coastside County Water District serves the city of 
Half Moon Bay and a part of the unincorporated area of San Mateo County including 
El Granada. The proposed project would not require new water entitlement, as the project 
does not propose to increase the water supply demand. The impact would be less than 
significant. 

f) Less than Significant Impact. Soil removed from the excavation at the site would be 
filled back into the excavated area following installation of the proposed facilities. In the 
long term, the sediment debris that would be accumulated in the storage pipes would be 
removed at the end of every wet season. The flushed debris would be conveyed to the 
WWTP for treatment prior to disposal. The project would not affect available solid waste 
disposal capacity in the project area. The impact would be less than significant. 

g) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project includes installation and 
maintenance of the proposed pipes to manage wet weather flows. Construction-related 
energy demands would be temporary and would include construction equipment use for 
site excavation and jack and bore tunneling. Maintenance of the pipes would require 
flushing of the sediment once per year at the end of every wet weather season through 
either an automatic hydraulic activity or a pumping activity using existing equipment. 
Energy consumption for the project would be low. The impact would be less than 
significant.  

  

Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

17. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE—
Would the project: 

    

a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish 
or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population 
to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California history or prehistory? 
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Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b) Have impacts that would be individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects.) 

    

c) Have environmental effects that would cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

    

Discussion 
a,c) Less than Significant Impact. As discussed in the sections above, the proposed project 

would not permanently degrade the quality of the environment. There could be short-term 
and temporary effects associated with construction, such as increased dust, noise, and 
traffic, which would be either minimized by regulatory compliance or through 
implementation of proposed mitigation measures, as described in the individual resource 
sections. As discussed in Chapter 1, Project Description, SAM has experienced sanitary 
sewer overflows during wet weather seasons and the USEPA report issued to SAM 
recommended that SAM provide additional capacity to contain the sewer overflows. The 
purpose of the project is to provide storage to peak flows that would otherwise flow into 
the ocean, causing adverse effects to the environment and humans. Project 
implementation would assist in reducing sewer discharges and have a beneficial impact. 
There would be no substantial adverse effects on human beings. The impact would be 
less than significant. 

b) Less than Significant with Mitigation. A review of the projects proposed in the past, 
present, and in the reasonably foreseeable future in the project area and the vicinity (e.g., 
in and around El Granada and Half Moon Bay) indicates that roadway construction or 
drainage or utilities improvement projects may take place concurrently with proposed 
project in the area although not in the immediate vicinity (e.g., in Montara)12. As 
discussed previously, project impacts would be primarily associated with construction 
activities and would be short-term and temporary. The impacts would be less than 
significant on incorporation of Mitigation Measure CUMU-1. As such, when 
considered with other projects within the region, the proposed project’s contribution 
would not be cumulatively considerable. Therefore, potential cumulative impacts are 
considered less than significant. 

Mitigation Measure CUMU-1: SAM will coordinate with or notify the local 
agencies (e.g., San Mateo County, Caltrans) concerning construction schedule, as 
required and implement measures such as scheduling project traffic during 
construction to minimize any construction-related cumulative impacts. 

                                                      
12 California Department of Transportation, 2008; San Mateo County Department of Public Works, 2008; Crabtree, 

Michael, et al, 2008. 
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CHAPTER 3 
Mitigation Measures and Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program 

This chapter summarizes the mitigation measures that would be integrated into the proposed project 
to reduce the potentially significant impacts to a less-than-significant level. Also provided is a 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) organized in a tabular format, keyed to 
each mitigation measure incorporated into the project. The tables following each measure provide a 
breakdown of how the mitigation measure would be implemented, who would be responsible, and 
when it would occur. The tables consist of four column headings which are defined as follows: 

• Implementation Procedure: If needed, this column provides additional information on how 
the mitigation measures would be implemented. 

• Monitoring and Reporting Actions: This column contains an outline of the appropriate steps 
to verify compliance with the mitigation measure. 

• Monitoring Responsibility: This column contains an assignment of responsibility for the 
monitoring and reporting tasks. 

• Monitoring Schedule: The general schedule for conducting each monitoring and reporting 
task, identifying where appropriate both the timing and the frequency of the action. 

Air Quality 

Mitigation Measure AIR-1a 
During construction activities, SAM shall require the construction contractor(s) to implement a 
dust abatement program that includes, but is not necessarily limited to, the following BAAQMD-
recommended measures as needed to control dust:  

• Water all active construction areas at least twice daily; 

• Cover all trucks hauling soil, sand, and other loose materials or require all trucks to 
maintain at least two feet of freeboard; 

• Pave, apply water three times daily, or apply (non-toxic) soil stabilizers on all unpaved 
access roads, parking areas and staging areas at construction sites;  

• Sweep daily (with water sweepers) all paved access roads, parking areas and staging areas 
at construction sites; 



3. Mitigation Measures and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
 

SAM Wet Weather Flow Management Project 3-2 ESA / 207202.01 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration January 2009 

• Sweep streets daily (with water sweepers) if visible soil material is carried onto adjacent 
public streets; 

• Hydroseed or apply (non-toxic) soil stabilizers to inactive construction areas (previously 
graded areas inactive for ten days or more);  

• Enclose, cover, water twice daily or apply (non-toxic) soil binders to exposed stockpiles 
(dirt, sand, etc.); 

• Limit traffic speeds on unpaved roads to 15 mph; 

• Install sandbags or other erosion control measures to prevent silt runoff to public roadways; 
and 

• Replant vegetation in disturbed areas as quickly as possible. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM includes dust 
abatement requirements 
in construction 
specifications.  

1. SAM reviews dust 
abatement program. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. Contractor implements 
measures in the program. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 
and final inspection 

 

Mitigation Measure AIR-1b 
During construction activities, SAM shall ensure that the construction contractor(s) implement 
the following measures: 

• On-road construction vehicle idling time shall not exceed five minutes. Additionally, off-
road equipment engines shall not idle for longer than five minutes per Section 2449(d)(3) 
of Title 13, Article 4.8, Chapter 9 of the California Code of Regulations. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM includes vehicle 
idling requirements in 
construction 
specifications.  

1. SAM reviews contract. 1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. Contractor implements 
measures in the program. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 
and final inspection 
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Biological Resources 

Mitigation Measure BIO-1a 
SAM will implement the following measures: 

• Prior to the start of all project construction activities, a worker education program shall be 
presented at the project site by a biologist familiar with the species. Associated written 
material, including a California red-legged frog and San Francisco garter snake species 
identification card, shall be distributed. It shall be the onsite foreman’s responsibility to 
ensure that all construction personnel and subcontractors receive a copy of the education 
program. The education program shall include a description of the California red-legged frog 
and San Francisco garter snake specific to the project, and the work boundaries of the project;  

• A pre-construction survey for the California red-legged frog shall be conducted between 
two and four weeks prior to initiation of any ground disturbance activities in the project 
site, including the staging area. At a minimum, two surveys of the project site shall be 
conducted. All amphibians observed shall be recorded or reported as “unidentified” if 
positive identification is not possible. If no red-legged frogs are observed, a letter report 
shall be submitted to the County of San Mateo. If red-legged frogs are observed, they will 
be photographed, if possible, and their locations mapped relative to the project site. A letter 
report shall be submitted to the County of San Mateo and all other regulatory agencies, 
two weeks prior to the start date of construction, with a request to U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) for guidance;  

• At least two weeks prior to any construction activities, exclusion silt fencing will be 
installed (1) for the drainage ditches south of the project site, between the top of banks and 
the project work area, and (2) surrounding the staging area in the southeast portion of the 
grassy strip. This fencing will help prevent California red-legged frogs and San Francisco 
garter snakes from moving into the project work area. The fence will be constructed of 
geotextile (silt fence) fabric, with a minimum of 3.5-inch overlap between panels. Panels 
are to be attached to wooden or metal fence posts at the overlap, sunken a minimum of 
six inches below grade, and with at least three wire attachment points on each post;  

• A qualified biologist shall remain onsite to observe all construction activities within 
100 feet of the drainage ditch, to ensure that there is no “take” of special-status species 
during construction activities, and to verify that the practices of clean-up and site 
restoration are completed in a manner that will avoid significant impacts to these species; 

• Any open trench construction with a depth of two feet or greater shall be covered before the 
end of construction activities each day. If this is not feasible, trenches may be equipped with 
ramps to allow any animals that may become entrapped in the trench to escape overnight. The 
ramps shall be constructed of dirt fill, wood planking, or other suitable materials placed at an 
angle of no greater than 30 degrees. These trenches will be inspected prior to the start of work 
each day. Any native wildlife entrapped shall be released in nearby habitat; 

• Use of plastic monofilament netting shall be avoided for erosion control or other purposes 
to prevent California red-legged frogs or San Francisco garter snakes becoming entangled 
in the netting; and 

• During work activities, all trash that may attract predators shall be properly contained, 
removed from the work site, and disposed of regularly. Following construction, all trash 
and construction debris shall be removed from the work areas. 
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall contract with a 
qualified biologist to conduct a 
worker education program.  

1. SAM executes contract. 1. Onsite foreman, 
SAM 

1. No more than 
2 weeks prior to 
construction, and prior 
to the removal of any 
vegetation 

2. SAM shall contract with a 
qualified biologist to conduct 
a pre-construction survey for 
California red-legged frog. 

2. SAM executes contract. 2. Qualified biologist, 
SAM 

2. Between two and four 
weeks prior to 
construction, and prior 
to the removal of any 
vegetation 

3. SAM shall include in the 
contractor specifications, 
installation of exclusion fencing 
for the drainage ditch on the 
project site and the drainage 
ditch south of the site.  

3. SAM executes contract. 3. SAM 3. Prior to construction 

4. SAM shall contract with a 
qualified biologist to remain 
onsite to observe construction 
activities within 100 feet of the 
drainage ditch. 

4. SAM executes contract. 4. Qualified biologist, 
SAM 

4. During construction 

5. SAM shall include in the 
contractor specifications, that 
any open trench with a depth 
of two feet or greater should 
be covered before the end of 
construction activities each 
day.  

5. SAM executes contract. 5. SAM 5. During construction 

6. SAM shall include in the 
contractor specifications that 
use of plastic monofilament 
netting should be avoided for 
erosion control to prevent any 
species becoming entangled.  

6. SAM executes contract. 6. SAM 6. During construction 

7. SAM shall include in the 
contractor specifications that 
all trash be properly contained, 
removed from work site, and 
disposed off regularly and all 
trash and construction debris 
be removed from work areas.  

7. SAM executes contract. 7. SAM 7. During and following 
construction 

 

Mitigation Measure BIO-1b 
To the extent practicable, construction activities shall be performed or vegetation shall be 
removed from September through February to avoid the general nesting period for birds. If 
construction or vegetation removal cannot be performed during this period, pre-construction 
surveys shall be performed by a qualified biologist (hired by SAM) no more than 14 days prior to 
construction activities to locate any active nests prior to the start of construction. If active nests 
are observed, buffer zones shall be established around trees/shrubs with nests, with a buffer size 
established by the qualified biologist through consultation with the California Department of Fish 
and Game (CDFG). Buffered zones shall be avoided during construction activities until young 
have fledged or the nest is otherwise abandoned. 
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall contract with a 
qualified biologist to 
conduct a pre-construction 
survey if during the nesting 
season.  

1. SAM executes contract. 1. SAM 1. No more than 14 days 
prior to construction 

2. SAM shall include potential 
work limitations in 
construction specifications. 

2. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

2. SAM 2. Prior to construction 

3. If nesting raptors are 
found biologist shall 
identify appropriate 
actions to avoid effects. 

3. Sign-off by SAM that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

3. SAM 3. During construction 

 

Mitigation Measure BIO-2a 
No equipment, personnel, or ground disturbance shall occur below the top of bank of the two 
erosion ditches or within the riparian area of the southern drainage ditch, including truck and 
equipment traffic that goes between the staging and work areas. Erosion control measures, such 
as silt fencing or properly staked straw wattles, shall be installed between the work area and the 
top of bank of the ditch immediately south of the storage pipes and ancillary facilities, as well as 
surrounding the staging area, to ensure that sediment and other debris do not enter the ditches1. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall obtain required 
permits and include work 
limitations such as 
exclusionary fencing in 
construction specifications. 

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. Contractor shall 
implement required 
measures including 
fencing. 

2. Periodic inspections 
during construction 
along the drainage ditch. 
Sign-off by SAM that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

 

Mitigation Measure BIO-2b  
To reduce runoff and soil erosion into the drainage ditches, all disturbed areas shall be hydroseeded 
as soon as possible after construction activities are complete. Revegetation will be conducted 
according to general restoration methods, such as preparation of soil conditions, use of native 
plants, plant protection, irrigation or watering by a water truck, and control of aggressive non-native 
species. Revegetation will be completed either through a seed mixture and mulch using broadcast 
methods, or hydroseed. 

 

                                                      
1 This fencing requirement may be satisfied by the biological fencing required by Mitigation Measure BIO-1a. 
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. Contractor shall 
revegetate disturbed 
areas after completion of 
construction activities. 

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Following construction 

 

Mitigation Measure BIO-3 
SAM shall comply with all the conditions in the Coastal Development Permit or the waiver 
regarding sensitive habitats, including but not limited to the submittal of a Biological Impact 
Report to the County, which demonstrates that no significant impact on sensitive habitats will 
occur from proposed project activities. In addition, the proposed project facilities shall not extend 
within 30 feet of the centerline of the northernmost drainage ditch, and the staging area shall not 
extend within 30 feet of the riparian scrub bordering the southernmost drainage ditch. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall contract with a 
qualified biologist to 
submit a Biological Impact 
Report to the County.  

1. SAM executes contract. 1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. SAM shall include in the 
contractor specifications 
that no ground disturbance 
shall occur within 30 feet of 
the centerline of the 
northern drainage, or 
within 30 feet of the outer 
edge of riparian vegetation 
of the southern drainage.   

2. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

2. SAM 2. Prior to construction 

 

Cultural Resources 

Mitigation Measure CUL-1 
Prior to construction, SAM shall retain an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for professional archaeology to monitor all ground-disturbing activities, including (but 
not limited to) brush clearance, grading, and excavation, in previously undisturbed sediments. 
Construction activities that will not disturb previously undisturbed sediments, such as backfilling 
or landscaping, need not be monitored unless the archaeological monitor determines that these 
activities will impact a sensitive cultural resource. The purpose of archaeological monitoring will 
be to provide protection against adverse impacts to significant archaeological resources. The 
archaeological monitor will observe ground-disturbing activities to identify, record and retain any 
archaeological data uncovered.  

The duration and timing of monitoring shall be determined by the qualified archaeologist in 
consultation with SAM and based on the grading plans. Initially, all ground-disturbing activities 
should be monitored by a qualified archaeologist. However, if, during the course of monitoring, the 
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archaeologist determines that the potential for uncovering buried cultural resources during project 
excavation is virtually nonexistent, the level of monitoring may be adjusted to circumstances as 
warranted.  

If cultural resources are encountered, whether or not the archaeological monitor is present, all 
activity in the vicinity of the find shall cease until it can be evaluated by the archaeological 
monitor. If the archaeological monitor determines that the resources may be significant, the 
archaeological monitor will notify SAM and will develop an appropriate treatment plan for the 
resources. The archaeologist shall consult with Native American monitors or other appropriate 
Native American representatives in determining appropriate treatment for unearthed cultural 
resources if the resources are prehistoric or Native American in nature. 

The archaeologist shall prepare a final report to be filed with the SAM and the California Historic 
Resources Information System. The report shall include a description of resources unearthed, if 
any, treatment of the resources, and evaluation of the resources with respect to the California 
Register of Historic Resources and the National Register of Historic Places. If the resources are 
found to be significant, a separate report including the results of the recovery and evaluation 
process shall be required.  

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall contract with an 
archaeologist meeting the 
Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for professional 
archaeology to monitor all 
ground-disturbing activities. 

1. SAM executes 
contract. 

1. SAM, qualified 
archaeologist 

1. Prior to and during 
construction 

2. SAM shall review 
construction specifications 
to ensure procedures for 
cultural resources 
discovery are included.  

2. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

2.  SAM 2. Prior to construction 

3. In the event subsurface 
cultural resources are 
discovered, construction 
within 50 feet of the find 
shall be halted and the 
qualified archaeologist 
shall be notified 

3. SAM shall notify the 
County of the 
discovery. 

3. SAM 3. During construction 

4. The archaeologist shall 
complete a final monitoring 
report  

4. Archaeologist 
completes report 

4. Qualified archaeologist 4. Following construction 

 

Mitigation Measure CUL-2 
Due to the sensitivity of the project site for Native American resources, at least one Native 
American monitor shall also monitor all ground-disturbing activities at the site. Selection of 
monitors shall be made by agreement of the Native American groups identified by the Native 
American Heritage Commission as having affiliation with the project area. 
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall retain a Native 
American monitor to monitor 
all ground-disturbing activities 

1. SAM executes contract 1. SAM, Native American 
Monitor 

1. Prior to and during 
construction 

2. SAM shall review 
construction specifications to 
ensure procedures for human 
remains discovery are 
included.  

2. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

2.  SAM 2. Prior to construction 

3. In the event human remains 
are discovered, construction 
in the area shall be halted 
and SAM shall consult the 
San Mateo County Coroner. 

3. The contractor shall 
notify SAM of the 
discovery. 

3. SAM 3. During construction 

 

Mitigation Measure CUL-3 
If paleontological resources are encountered during the course of construction and monitoring, 
the applicant shall halt or divert work and notify a qualified paleontologist who shall document 
the discovery as needed, evaluate the potential resource, assess the significance of the find, and 
develop an appropriate treatment plan in consultation with the applicant. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall review 
construction specifications to 
ensure procedures for 
discovery of paleontological 
resources are included.  

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1.  SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. In the event paleontological 
resources are discovered, 
construction within 50 feet of 
the find shall be halted and 
SAM shall consult a qualified 
paleontologist 

2. SAM shall notify the 
County of the 
discovery. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

 

Mitigation Measure CUL-4 
If human remains are encountered unexpectedly during construction excavation and grading 
activities, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 requires that no further disturbance shall 
occur until the County Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin and disposition 
pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. If the remains are determined to be of Native American 
descent, the coroner has 24 hours to notify the NAHC. The NAHC will then identify the person(s) 
thought to be the Most Likely Descendent of the deceased Native American, who will then help 
determine what course of action should be taken in dealing with the remains. 
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall review 
construction specifications 
to ensure procedures for 
human remains discovery 
are included.  

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1.  SAM 1. Prior to construction 

 

Geology and Soils 

Mitigation Measure GEO-1 
SAM shall conduct a design level geotechnical investigation to identify geologic hazards and 
provide recommendations to mitigate those hazards in the final design of the proposed project. 
The geotechnical investigation report shall evaluate the potential for ground shaking, liquefaction, 
and landslide hazards and shall include recommendations to ensure slope stability. The 
investigation shall be conducted by a California registered engineer or certified engineering 
geologist and all recommendations made in the investigation report, including any support 
structures that may be required to prevent damage from potential geologic hazards, shall be 
incorporated into the project design specifications. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM incorporates 
recommendations and 
findings from the 
geotechnical report 
prepared for the project. 

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. The contractor 
implements the 
recommendations. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 
and final inspection 

 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Mitigation Measure HAZ-1a 
The construction contractor shall follow the procedures below in the event contaminated soil or 
groundwater is encountered (either visually or through odor detection) during excavation 
activities: 

• Stop work in areas of contact; 

• Notify the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board and the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control; 

• Contain the areas of contamination;  

• Perform appropriate clean up procedures; and  
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• Segregate, profile, and dispose of all contaminated soil. Required disposal method shall 
depend on the type and concentration of contamination identified. Any site investigation or 
remediation shall be performed in accordance with applicable regulations. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM includes procedures 
in the event that 
contaminated soils are 
identified in construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. Contractor implements 
measures in the program. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

 

Mitigation Measure HAZ-1b 
SAM shall require the contractor to use best management practices (BMPs) that will minimize the 
potential adverse effect of the project to groundwater and soils from chemicals used during 
construction activities. The BMPs shall include the following measures: 

• Follow manufacturer’s recommendations on use, storage and disposal of chemical products 
used in construction; 

• Avoid overtopping construction equipment fuel gas tanks; 

• During routine maintenance of construction equipment, properly contain and remove grease 
and oils; and  

• Properly dispose of discarded containers of fuels and other chemicals. 

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM incorporates 
requirements in 
construction specifications.  

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. Contractor implements 
measures in the program. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

 

Mitigation Measure HAZ-2 
Prior to the commencement of construction activities, SAM shall require the construction 
contractor(s) to notify nearby schools and residents of the proposed construction schedule, the 
potential for hazardous material leakage, and proper safety procedures in the event of such a 
leakage. 
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM incorporates 
notification requirements in 
construction specifications.  

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. Contractor implements 
measures in the program. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Mitigation Measure HYD-1 
SAM shall comply with the NPDES permit requirements by the RWQCB for dewatering 
activities as follows: 

• The RWQCB could require compliance with certain provisions in the permit such as 
treatment of the flows prior to discharge. The groundwater removed by dewatering would 
be discharged to the sanitary sewer or storm drain system with authorization of and 
required permits from the applicable regulatory agencies; and  

• SAM shall comply with applicable permit conditions associated with the treatment of 
groundwater prior to discharge.  

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM shall incorporate the 
NPDES permit 
requirements for 
dewatering in construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. Contractor implements 
the required measures for 
dewatering. 

2. SAM documents that 
appropriate measures 
are being implemented 
during construction. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

 

Noise 

Mitigation Measure NOI-1 
SAM shall require the construction contractor(s) to implement the following construction noise 
measures: 

• Construction equipment shall have sound-control devices no less effective than those 
provided on the original equipment. No equipment shall have an un-muffled exhaust. 

• Prior to the commencement of construction activities, nearby residences and the adjacent 
preschool shall be notified of the proposed construction schedule and when high noise 
producing activities are anticipated to occur. In addition, the administration of the 
preschool shall be consulted regarding the proposed construction schedule and procedures.  
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM incorporates the 
noise control measures 
and requirements in 
construction specifications. 

1. SAM reviews 
construction 
specifications. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

2. The contractor 
implements measures. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

 

Traffic and Transportation 

Mitigation Measure TRA-1 
SAM shall require the construction contractor(s) to implement either of the following measures 
(depending upon the location of the 15-inch pipeline in Obispo Road):  

a. Provide public notification to non-emergency vehicles seven days in advance of the closure 
of Obispo Road, install signs to direct non-emergency vehicles on the detour route on 
Avenue Alhambra and Avenue Portola, and maintain a minimum 12-foot pavement width 
clear of open trench, excavated material, pipe, and equipment on Obispo Road for 
emergency vehicles.  

b. If the location of the proposed storm drain pipe makes it possible to do so, install traffic 
cones and signs to direct traffic on a minimum 12-foot pavement width, using flaggers to 
manage alternate one-way traffic flow past the construction zone.  

 

Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM notifies the closure of 
Obispo Road to non-
emergency vehicles. 

1. SAM records 
notification. 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 
(7 days prior to road 
closure) 

2. SAM installs signs to 
direct non-emergency 
vehicles. 

2. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented. 

2. SAM 2. During construction 

3. SAM maintains a 
minimum 12-foot 
pavement width clearance 

3. SAM documents that 
clearance was 
maintained 

3. SAM 3. During construction 

4. SAM installs traffic cones 
and signs to direct traffic 

4. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented 

4. SAM 4. During construction 

 

Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Mitigation Measure CUMU-1  
SAM will coordinate with or notify the local agencies (e.g., San Mateo County, Caltrans) 
concerning construction schedule, as required and implement measures such as scheduling project 
traffic during construction to minimize any construction-related cumulative impacts. 
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Implementation Procedure 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Actions 

Monitoring  
Responsibility 

Monitoring  
Schedule 

1. SAM coordinates with or 
notifies other local 
agencies concerning 
issues such as scheduling 
project traffic during 
construction 

1. SAM documents that 
measures are being 
implemented 

1. SAM 1. Prior to construction 

 



 




